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CONTRADICTING INTELLIGENCE 
ON IRAN’S NUCLEAR PROGRAM 

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KIRK. The United States re-
vealed a secret underground uranium 
enrichment facility near Qom, Iran. 
U.S. officials told us they were care-
fully observing it for ‘‘several years.’’ 
But earlier this year, the Director of 
National Intelligence, Dennis Blair, 
provided written congressional testi-
mony that the intelligence community 
has ‘‘no evidence that Iran has yet 
made a decision to produce highly en-
riched uranium.’’ 

There is a glaring contradiction be-
tween the administration’s revelation 
and Blair’s testimony. I urge Members 
to cosign the bipartisan Kirk-Berkley 
letter calling on Director Blair to ac-
count for contradictory testimony on 
the growing Iranian threat. 

The 2007 National Intelligence Esti-
mate on Iran downplaying the threat 
now appears to be a glaring Intel-
ligence failure. According to the Wall 
Street Journal, the main authors of 
that NIE, Van Van Diepen, Tom Fin-
ger, and Ken Brill, should be account-
able, too. 

Congress should ensure that key offi-
cials get this right, especially on Iran. 

f 

ALERT DRIVERS ACT 

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. 
Madam Speaker, distracted driving is a 
serious problem in our Nation. One 
study conducted by Virginia Tech Uni-
versity found that drivers are 23 times 
more likely to get into an accident 
when texting. A recent New York 
Times/CBS News Poll indicated 90 per-
cent of adults agree that texting while 
driving should be illegal. 

This is an issue that rises above po-
litical power. This is why the Depart-
ment of Transportation has dedicated a 
2-day summit here in Washington this 
week to address the rising concerns of 
distracted driving on our Nation’s 
highways. 

H.R. 3535, the ALERT Drivers Act, 
which I am proud to introduce along 
with my colleague, Nita Lowey from 
New York, would ban anyone from 
writing, sending, or reading text mes-
sages while operating a moving vehi-
cle. 

Already endorsed by Ford Motors and 
the Advocates for Highway and Auto 
Safety, I ask that you join me in curb-
ing preventable accidents on our Na-
tion’s roadways and cosponsor the 
ALERT Drivers Act. 

Madam Speaker, we see these acci-
dents all the time. We need to do some-
thing. 

SMALL BUSINESSES AND HEALTH 
CARE 

(Mr. BUCHANAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Madam Speaker, af-
fordable health care is critical to our 
country, but let’s not forget small 
business. They create 70 percent of the 
jobs in Florida. Ninety-nine percent of 
all businesses in Florida are small busi-
nesses, but yet in this debate we’re 
looking at charging small businesses 
an 8 percent tax on payroll. That’s like 
a fixed expense. 

They’re also looking to raise taxes up 
to 45 percent, with a 5.4 in sunsetting 
President Bush’s tax. So, again, 45 per-
cent. A lot of that’s pass-through in-
come for many of our small companies. 

These taxes will kill jobs. The 8 per-
cent alone, they’re talking, will put 20 
percent of our businesses out of busi-
ness in Florida. I know. I’ve been in 
business for 30 years. 

Let’s help our small businesses. 
Small businesses create the jobs. We 
can cannot afford to tax them to death. 
It needs to be about the economy and 
jobs. 

f 

SAVE THE OCEANS 

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, yes-
terday, the actor Sigourney Weaver 
showed a movie in the Capitol which 
was scarier than her movie The Aliens 
because it was fact, not fiction, and it 
was a movie documenting the acidifica-
tion of the oceans caused by carbon di-
oxide that we burn that goes in the at-
mosphere, goes in the water, and 
makes the oceans acidic. This docu-
mentary showed that the waters off the 
Pacific coast soon will be so acidic that 
they can actually melt shell life. 

The reason I mention this is that 
yesterday the EPA rolled out proposed 
rules to do something about these nox-
ious gases. Some have said we 
shouldn’t do that, but those are the 
same people saying we shouldn’t pass a 
bill. They’re saying we shouldn’t regu-
late CO2 here, there, or anywhere. 

I urge all of us to move forward on a 
bipartisan basis to stop ocean acidifi-
cation by passing the energy bill we 
passed in the House. We hope the Sen-
ate will pass it. That’s a route to do it. 
But, one way or another, we’ve got to 
save the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. 

f 

NATIONAL MEDIA IGNORES MEDIA 
EVALUATION 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, if 
a poll is conducted but no one hears 
about it, does that poll really exist? 
Sacred Heart University recently found 
out that five out of six Americans see 

the national news media as ‘‘very or 
somewhat biased.’’ But you aren’t like-
ly to hear about the Sacred Heart poll 
from the establishment media. 

A search of The New York Times, 
The Washington Post, the Los Angeles 
Times, and USA Today yielded zero ar-
ticles about the poll. Network news 
programs have also intentionally ig-
nored it. 

It seems the establishment media be-
lieve that if they simply ignore the 
poll, it does not exist. It’s no wonder 
that almost half of Americans have 
stopped watching a news outlet be-
cause of the media bias. By ignoring a 
poll that shows their bias, the estab-
lishment media has confirmed the 
poll’s results that most Americans be-
lieve the national media is biased. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

CORAL REEFS 
(Mr. KLEIN of Florida asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Last week, the 
House passed critical legislation to 
protect one of Florida’s most treasured 
national wonders. The Coral Reef Con-
servation Act Reauthorization and En-
hancement, which I strongly sup-
ported, will be a key tool in protecting 
this endangered ecosystem. 

The bill will support grants for coral 
reef conservation and scientific re-
search at our outstanding institutions 
like the National Coral Reef Institute 
in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 

Coral reefs are integral to our safety 
and economy in south Florida. They 
act as a first line of defense against 
hurricanes and storm surges and they 
drive our tourist economy by bringing 
divers, snorkelers, and fishermen from 
all over the world to our community. 
In Broward County alone, coral reefs 
contribute over $2 billion annually to 
our local economy. 

Madam Speaker, this is not a Demo-
crat or a Republican issue. Protecting 
our national treasures is something we 
can all agree on. I’m proud that my 
colleagues came together to pass this 
important piece of legislation. 

f 

MEDIA SLOW TO REPORT ON 
ACORN SCANDAL 

(Mr. COBLE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COBLE. Madam Speaker, in his 
latest column, New York Times Public 
Editor Clark Hoyt criticized the Times 
for its lack of coverage of the ACORN 
fraud and corruption scandal. Hoyt 
wrote that the Times showed ‘‘slow re-
flexes’’ and risks appearing ‘‘clueless’’ 
or ‘‘partisan’’ if it does not cover simi-
lar stories in the future. 

The Times wasn’t alone. The Wash-
ington Post’s ombudsman admitted the 
Post was slow to cover the story as 
well and speculated that reporters’ lib-
eral leanings might have played a part. 
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